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Brien Purcell Horan
Deputy Permanent Observer of the Sovereign Order of Malta to the United Nations in New York.

He is a retired U.S. Administrative Law Judge and previously worked for many years as a lawyer in private
practice, both at a large law firm and as vice president in the Law Department of a Fortune 100 corporation. He
is admitted to the bars of Connecticut and of the U.S. Supreme Court.

In addition to his government service as a judge, he spent time as a Foreign Service Officer in the U.S. State
Department, with diplomatic assignments in the Caribbean and Europe. He also worked as a lawyer at the U.S.
Embassy in Paris.

Judge Brien Purcell Horan has a particular interest in international humanitarian law and the protection of civilian
populations and non-combatants in war zones, an interest honed during many years as a judge advocate officer
(lawyer) in the U.S. Army, the U.S. Army Reserve, and attached to the Connecticut Army National Guard. As a
Colonel, he was assigned for several years as the Judge Advocate (IMA) of U.S. Army Europe and 7th Army, the
senior Army Reserve judge advocate position in U.S. Army Europe. After his military retirement, he was recalled
to duty, as a Brigadier General, to serve as state command historian of the Connecticut Military Department.

He is a member of the Federal Association of the Order of Malta. He has degrees from Amherst College, Harvard
University and the University of Connecticut (Juris Doctor). He also studied for two years in France, at the Institut
d’Etudes Politiques de Paris and the Université de Paris-Sorbonne.



